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Tuurspay, November the 28th, 1755. 





Floriferis ut apes in faltibus omnia limant, 
Omnia nos itidem depafcimur curea diéta. LucRET. 


To Mr. Fitz-Apdam. 
SIR, 


OxrorpD, Nov. rith, 1755. 
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come one of your correfpondents ; 


A) this place of my education and refi- 

» dence, I have felt a certain timi- 

dity in my conftitution, which has hitherto reftrained 
me (pardon the expreffion) from venturing into the 
world. However, when I reflect that Oxford, as well 
as her fifter Cambridge, has always been diftinguithed 
with the title of one of the eyes of England, 1 cannot 
fuppofe that you will pay fo little refpect to fo valuable 
-a part of the microcofm, as to reje&t my letter with dif- 
‘dain, merely becaufe it comes dated to you from this 
ancient feat of learning ; efpecially as I aflure you, you 
-fhall fee nothing in it that fhall favour at all of that nar- 
row and unfociable fpirit, which was heretofore the 


characteriftic of the productions of the college. 
No, 
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‘No, Mr. Fitz-Adam, though learning itfelf be my 
fubject, I will not treat of it in a.manner that‘ thall dif- 
guit the politeft of your readers; and though I write 
from a place, which, within the memory of many now 
living, enjoyed in fome fort the monopoly of it, yet I 
-will not lament the lofs of that privilege, but am, with 
Mofes, thoroughly contented that all the Lord’s people 
fhould be prophets. | 

InpDEED, the main bufinefs Iam upon is to congra- 
tulate the great world on that diffufion of fcience and 
literature, which, for fome years, has been fpreading 
itfelf abroad upon. the face of it. A revolution this, in 
the kingdom of learning, which has introduced the le- 
velling principle, with much better fuccefs than ever it 
met with in politics. The old fences have been hap- 
pily broken down, the trade has been laid open, and 
the old repofitories, or ftorehoufes, are now no longer 
neceflary, or ufeful, for the purpofe of managing and 
conducting it. They have had their day; and very 


good cuftom and encouragement they had; while that 
day lafted: but furely our fons, or, at fartheft, our 


grand-fons, will be much furprifed, when they are told 
for what purpofes they were built and endowed by our 
anceftors, and at how vaft an expence the journeymen 
and factors, belonging to them, were maintained by the. 
public, merely to fupply us with what may now be 
had from every coffee-houfe, and Robin Hood afiembly. 
In fhort, it has fared with learning as with our pine- 
apples. At their firft introduction amongift us, the 
manner of raifing them was a very great fecret, and little 


lefs than a myftery. The expences of compoft, hot- 


~ shoufes, and attendance, were prodigious; and at laft, 


at a great price, they were introduced to the tables of a 
few of the nobility and gentry. But how common are 
they grown of late! Every gardiner, that ufed to pride 
himfelf in an early cucumber, can now raife a pine- 


apple; 
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apple ; and one need not defpair of feeing them fold at 
fix a penny in Covent-garden, and become the com- 
amon treat of taylors and hackney coachmen. 

Tue univerfity of London, it is agreed; ought to be 
allowed the chief merit of this general diffemination of 
learning and knowledge. The ftudents of that ample 
body, as they are lefs ftraitened by rules and ftatutes, 
have been much more communicative than thofe of 
other learned focieties. It feems, indeed, to be their 
eftablifhed principle to let nothing ftay-long by: them. 
Whatever they colle&t, in the feveral courfes of their 
ftudies, they immediately give up again for the fervice 
of the public. Hence that profufion of -hiftorians, 
politicians, and philofophers, with whofe works we 
are daily amufed, and inftructed. Iam told,» there 
is nota Bookfejler within a mile of Temple-Bar, who 
has not one or two of thefe authors conftantly in his pay, 
who are ready, at the word of command, to write a book 
of any fize, upon any fubje&t. Andyet I never heard 
that any of thefe gentlemen ever drank, in a regular 
manner, of the waters of Helicon, or endeavoured to 
trace out that fpring, by the ftreams of Cam, or Ifis. 

Bur it is not merely the regular book, or legitimate 
treatife, which has thus abounded with learning and fci- 
ence, but our loofe papers and pamphlets, periodical as 
well as occafional, are, for their bulk, equally profufe of 
inftruction. Monthly magazines, which, fome years 
fince, were nothing more than collections to amufe and 
entertain, are now become the magazines of univerfal 
knowledge. --Aftronomy, hiftory, mathematics, anti- 
quities, and the whole myftery of infcriptions and me- 
dals, may now be had, frefh and frefh, at the moft eafy 
rates, from the repofitories of any of thefe general un- 
dertakers. What an advantage is this to the modern 
ftudent, to have his mefs of learning thus carved out for 
him, at proper feafons and intervals, in quantities that 


will 
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will not over-cloy his ftomach, or be too expénfive to his 


pocket ! How greatly preferable, both for chéapnefs and 
utility, is this method of ftudy, to that of propofing a 
whole fyftem to his view, in all the horrid formalities 
of a quarto, or folio! Much praife and honour are un+ 
doubtedly due to the celebrated Mr. Amos Wenman, 
for reducing the price of punch, and {uiting it to the 
capacities and circumftances of ali his Majefty’s fubjedts ; 
and fhall not that felf-taught philofopher, Mr. Benjamin 
Martin, the great retailer of thé fciences, come in for 
fome fhare of our acknowledgment and commendation ? 

I exPEcT tobe told, for indeed the objedtion is ob- 
vious enough, that fince the ftreams of learning have 
been thus generally diffufive, they have, in confequence 
of that diffufion, been proportionably fhallow. N ow, 
notwithftanding the prejudice which may ftill prevail 
with a few grave and folemn mortals, againft the {hal- 
lownefs of our modern learning, I fhould be glad to 
know what good purpofe. was ever ferved by all that pro- 
fundity of fcience, which they, and our anceftors, feem 
fo fond of. It was, as is allowed on all hands, confined 
toa very few of the candidates for literary reputation ; 
and the many, who aimed at a fhare of it, waded out 
of their depths, and became a facrifice to their own ufe- 
lefs ambition. On the contrary, no one, that I know 
of, ever had his head turned, or his fenfes drowned in 
the philofophy of a magazine, or the critique of a news- 
paper. And thus the ftream which lay ufelefs when 
confined within it’s banks, or was often dangerous to 
thofe who endeavoured to fathom the bottom of it, has, 
by being drained off into the fmaller rills and channels, 
both fertilized and adorned the whole face of the coun- 
try. And hence, Mr. Fitz-Adam, have arifen thofe 
exuberant crops of readers, as well as writers. The idea 
of being a reader, or a man given to books, had hereto- 


fore fomething very folemn and frightful in it. . It con- 
veyed 
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veyed the notion of feverity, morofenefs, and unacquain- 
tance with the world. But this is not the cafe at prefent. 
The very deepeft of our learning may be read, if not 
underftood, by the men of drefs and fafhion ; and the 
ladies themfelves may converfe with the abftrufeft of our 
philofophy, with great eafe, and much to their inftruc- 
tion. 

To fay the truth, the men of this generation have 
‘difcovered that what their fathers called folid learning, 
is a ufelefs and cumberfome accomplifhment, incommo- 
dious to the man who is poffefled of it, and difguftful 
to all who approach him. Something, however, of the 


fort, that fits light and eafy-upon us, we ate willing to 


attain to: but furely, for this, there is no need of going 
to the expence of maffy bullion, when our own leaf- 
gold, ora little foreign lacker, will anfwer the purpofé 

full as well, and make a ‘better figure to the world. 
Give me leave, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to conclude with 
my congratulations to this place of academical education, 
on fome happy fymptoms I have lately obferved, from 
whence it fhould appear that the manufacture of mo- 
dern learning may, one day, be able to gain fome foot- 
ing amongft us. The difadvantages it lies under, from 
ancient forms and eftablifhments, are, it is true, very 
great; the general inclination, 1 own, is ftill againft it ; 
and the geniufles of our governors are, perhaps, as deep 
and as folid as ever; but yet, Thope, we havea fet of 
young gentlemen now rifing, who will be able to over- 
come all difficulties, and give a politer turn to the difci- 
pline and ftudies of the univerfity. I can already affure 
you, that the ftudents of this new fet, amongft-us, have 
advanced fo far as to make the coffee-houfes the chief, 
and only, places of application to their ftudies. The 
productions of your London authors are here taken in, 
as we call it, by fubfcription ; and, by this means, the 
deepeft learning of the age may be dived into, at the 
{mall 
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{mall price of two or three fhillings by the year. Thus 


the expences of univerfity education are reduced, and 
the pockets of the young men are no longer picked by 
thofe harpies the bookfellers. 

I can fee but one reafon to fufpe& the probability of 
their not gaining a fure and certain fettlement amongft 
us; and that is, the great fhynefs which is obferved in 
all thefe gentlemanly ftudents, with regard to the old- 
fafhioned languages of Greek and Latin. The avenues 
to our foundations are, hitherto, fecured by guards de- 
tatched from the ancients. Our friends, therefore, can- 
not very fafely enter into the competitions at college- 
eleétions, where thefe are always retained againft them. 
But who knows what time may bring forth? Fellows 
of colleges themfelves may reform, and become mere 
moderns in their learning, as well as in their drefs, and 
other accomplifhments. I could even now point out 
fome of thefe, who are better acquainted with the wri- 
tings of Petrarch, Guarini and Metaftafio, than with 


thofe of Homer and Horace; and know more of Coper- 


nicus and fir Ifaac Newton, from the accounts given of 
them by Fontenelle, Voltaire and Pemberton, than from 
the original works of thofe two philofophers. But I 
fhall fay no more at prefent, for fear of betraying that 
intereft, which it is the jcere purpofe of this letter to 
improve, and advance. 
I am, 
S1R, 
Your moft humble fervant, 


NeEo-ACADEMICUS. 
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